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of handling our own Defence and Finance, they believe that the
presence of British troops and British civilians is necessary for the
well-being of India. Perhaps, there is no nation on earth equal to
the British in the capacity for self-deception.

In confirmation of what I am writing, I would commend to
the reader the speech delivered by Sir Samuel Hoare at the House
of Commons at the debate on the White Paper. In spite of warn-
ings to the contrary, each time I saw the Secretary of State for
India I came away with a higher opinion of his honesty and frank-
ness. Of all the British Ministers I found him to be the most
straightforward and frank. He is also a strong man, but he is
a hard man. I believe him to be capable of advising or approving
of ruthless repression and of hitting the hardest. And he would
honestly think that he was merciful even as a surgeon is merci-
ful who applies the knife when he must with a steady and strong
hand. This Secretary of State is a hard-working conscientious man
who would slave away even though he might have a temperature.
He knows his mind at a given moment. He has behind him all the
British parties and the large majority known in modern British
history. His speech, therefore, is the best British type. And yet
it falls hopelessly short of the Congress demand and is based, as
Congressmen would say, on utterly wrong data which unfortu-
nately he believes in common with many honest British statesmen.

How can this British mentality be changed or, in other words,
how can power be wrested from such unwilling hands? No argu-
ment will carry conviction to these statesmen; they are all sea-
soned hard-headed soldiers. They like and appreciate facts, deeds.
They will understand an open rebellion and, if they cannot
suppress it, they will at once admit that we are capable of defend-
ing ourselves and administering our own affairs. And I have
come away with my view confirmed that they will also understand
and perhaps more quickly appreciate a non-violent rebellion.
But the unfortunate fact is that they do not believe in our corpo-
rate non-violence. And, what is more, they believe that corporate
non-violence on a mass scale is impossible. No argument can
remove this disbelief. Only actual experience can induce faith.

Nor do they believe that the Congress is really the party that
can deliver the goods. Even General Smuts could not convince
them that the Congress was such a party. How could he in the
teeth of reports to the contrary from their agents in India?

Thus it appears to me that a further fiery ordeal is a neces-
sity of the case. The British mind is not ready for anything radically
more than the Prime Minister's declaration.